Saratoga

“I have always thought Hudson’s River the
maost proper part of the whole continent for
opening vigorous operations. Because the
course of the river, so beneficial for convey-
ing all the bulky necessaries of an army, is
precisely the route that an army ought to
take for the great purposes of cutting the
communmnications between the Southern and
Northern Provinces, giving confidence to
the Indians, and securing a junction with
the Canadian forces.

—Gen, fohn

gayme, 1775

The Campaign of 1777

'&r.-w York

Gerssral John Burgoyne, by Sir Scibws Reynokse. &

Gen. John Burgeyne’s bellet in the importance of the Hudson River
a a strategic highway through the northeast never wavered

the momaent he arrived in Amarica in 1775, It becama the center-
piece of his plan for the British northern campaign of 1777, which
called for his army to move south from Canada along the Lake
Champlain-Hudson River route 1o Albany. A smaller force under Col
Barry St Leger was expected to support this movement by march-
ing east from Lake Ontanio into the upper Mohawk Vislley. Bur-
goyng and 5t. Leger would meet at Albany and join foroes with Sie
Willlam Howe, who headquarteed in New York City with a szable
anmy of his own, Togather they would make a concerted effort to
quell the rebellion,

But Howe had other ideas. Leaving only 8 small force under Sir
Henry Clinton in New York, be planned 1o mave the rest of hi army
agairst Philadeiphia, the patriot capltal, by way of Chesapeske Bay.
Calonlal Secrotary George Germain approved the movement in the
bellef that Sir Willlam would return to Now York in time 10 coopsr-
ate with Burgoyne. Howe was alreadly at sea and deeply commitied
1o the Philadelphia campaign when he received Germain's endoese-
ment, thus making the t7oaps best positioned fo help Burgoyne
unaumlable in the required numbers. Without a strong wpporting
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Burgayne embarked fram St Johns (now $2. Jnan), Canada, on Jine
17, 1777, with a total force of some 8,000 men, including about
.0 ey oA, & G e roops wnd iy .00 lorak
Iats, Inddiana, Canodians, and camp followers. Ha first major ol

Fort Ticondoroga on Lake Champlain, felt on July 6, after a four- d.w
slege. Maving on south through Skenesboro and Fort Edward, the
British were impeded by rough temain and the delaying tactics of
G:n P!uED Schuyler, then commanding American troaps in the

ged with halting advance.

goy

Time and the tide of events now
began 1o run against Burgoyne.
St. Leger halted his advance
down the Mohawk Valley to
besiege Fort Stanwix. In the
Bartle of Oriskary on
August 6 he stopped an
American column march-
ing 1o akd the fort, But
learning that a s

force under Gen. Bonedict
Amald wos on its way, he
raised the tiege and
retreated toward Canada.
Even more serious was the
fate of & detachment of men
Burgoyrse sent to Bennington.
On August 16 Jahn Stark’s and
Sath Warner's New England militia
shattered this force, nflicting about 500
casualties.

Wilsan Peade

Despite thise selbacks, Burgayne decided o sever hiy communica
thans with Canada and risk everything an a puh to Albany, On
September 13, he crossed to the west bank of the Hudson at
Saratoga (now Schuylerville) and began marching southward. Four
miles noeth of the village of Stillwater, the British force came upon
the Amaricars, 9,000 strong. |n command now was Gen. Horatio
Gates, wha had replaced Schuylor, The Americans were entrenched
on Bemis Heighty, a strong position whare the road 1o Albany
squeezed through a defile between the hills and the river, a5 does
today's US. 4

American artiflery on the helghts and in redoutds along the Hudson
commanded the river and the road, Col. Thaddeus Koscuszko, &
Polish military enginesr serving with the Americans, had chosen and
fortified the site. Burgoyne's hiavily burdened anmy had either to
run the gauntiet between the hills and the river, thus risking destruc-
tion, or drive the Americans out of their fortifications on the heights.
The British general chowe 1o fight

The Battles of Saratoga

On Soptember 19 the Royal army adeanced
upon the American camp in three separate
columns. Two headed through the heavy for
ests covering the region; the third, camposed
of German troops, marched down the river
road. American scouts datected Burgoyne’s
army in motion and notified Gates, who or-
dered Col. Daniel Morgan's corps of Vieginia
and Penraylvania riflemen 1o track the British
march. About 12:30 p.m., some of Morgan's
men brushed with the advance guard of Bur
goyne's center colman in a cearing knawn as
the Freeman Farm, about & mike north of the
American camp,

The battle that followed swayed Back and
forth over the farm for mare than three hol
Then, a5 the British knes began to waver in
1he face of the deadly fire of the numerically
superior Americars, German reinforcements
arrived from the river road, Hurling them
against the American right, Burgoyne stead-
iod the wavering British line and gradually
forced the Americans to withdraw, Except for
this timely arival and the near exhaustion of
the Americans’ ammunition, Burgoyne might
have been defeated that day.
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BURGOYNE

Though he held the immediate field of bat-
tle, Burgoyne had been stopped sbout a mile
north of the Amarican line and hit army
roughly treated. Shaken by his victory, the
British commander ordered his troops to en
tronch in the vicinity of the Freeman Farm
and await support from Clinton, who was

suppasedly preparing 19 move north toward
Albany from New York City. For nearly three
weeks he waited, but Clinton did nat come.

By now Burgoyne’s situation was critical
Faced by a growing American army without
hope of heip from the south, and with sup.
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phios rapidly diminishing, the British army
became weaker with each passing day, Bur-
goyne had to choose between sdvancing or
retreating. Ha decided 1o risk  second en.
gagement, and on October 7 ordered a re-
connabsance-in-force 1o test the American
lett flank. Ably lod and supported by eight
cannon, a force of 1,500 men maved eut of
the British camp.

After marching southwesterly about throe-
quarters of a mile, the troops deployed in a
<learing on the Barber Farm, White mast of
the British front was posted in an open field,
the area’s topography made both flanks vul
nerable to surprise attack. By now the Amer
icans knew that Burgayrie’s army was again
on the move and at about I pm. attacked in
three columns under Colonel Morgan, Gen.
Ebenezer Leamned, and Gen. Enoch Poar. Re-
peatedly the British line was broker, then
rallied, and both flanks were severely pun-
ished and driven back. Gen. Simon Fraser,
who commanded the British right, was mar-
tally wounded & he rode amang his men to
encourage them to make & stand and cover
the developing withdrawal

Bafore the enemy’s flanks cauld be railied,
Gen. Benedict Amold—who had been effec
tively relieved of command after a quarrel
with Gates—rode onto the fiekd and led Learn
ot beiggade againgt the German traaps hokd
ing the British center. Under tramendous pres
sure from all sides, the Germans joined a gen-
eral withdrawal it the fortifications on the
Freeman Fasm. Within an hous atter the open
ing clash, Burgoyne lost eight cannon and
mare than 400 officers and men

Flushed with success, the Americans beligved
that vittory was near. Arnold led one colun
In @ saries of savage attacks on the Bakarres
Rodoubt, a powerful British fiekdwork on the
Freeman Farm, After failing repeatedly to
carry this pesition, Ameld wheeled his horse
and, dashing through the erofire of bath
armies, spurred northwest 1o the Breymann
Redoubt. Arriving just a5 American troaps be:
gan to assault the fortification, he joined in
the final surge that overwhelmed the German
soldiers defending the work. Upon entering
the redotbt, he was wounded in the leg. Had
he died thore, posterity would have knawn
few names brighter than that of Benedict
Arnckd

Darkness ended the day’s fight
Burgayre's army from immediate deaster. That
night the British commander left his campfires
buming and withdrew his trocps behind th
Great Redoubt, which protected the high
ground and river flats at the northeast cormer
of the battlefield, The next night, October 8,
sfter burying General Fraser in the redoub,
the British began their retreat nonh. They had
wufered 1,000 casualties in the pay
wveks; American lowes were fewer

g and saved

After a miserable march in mud and rain, 8ur
qoyne's troops teok refuge in a fortified camp
on the heights of Saratoga, There an American
farce that had grown to nearly 17,000 men
surraunded the exhausted Britih army, Faced
with such ovenwhelming numbers, e
surrendared on October 17, 1777. By the terms
of the Convention of Saratoga, Burgoyne's
depleted army, some 6,000 men, marched out
of its camp “with the Honars of War® and
grounded its muskots along the west bank of
the Hudson River. Thus was gaived one of the
mest deciive victodies in American and world
history.




Touring Saratoga Battlefield

biowe b Mo

h the mags and
th and the inter

pretive markers on the battlefield itself,
heip you understand the battles of Sar

tor center at the south

{ the parking area, covers nine miles
and contains 10 tour steps. If your time is
limited, be sure to see the Nellson Farm,
the Barber Wheatfield, the Balcarres Re
doubt, and the Schuyler House.

1Freeman Farm Overlook In 1777 the

ground to the east of this open field was

ased and farmed by John Freeman, a loy
alist who went north and joined the Brit-
ish invasicn foroe, The major fighting of
September 19 took place on that open
field. It was there that Morgan's riffemer
opened the battle at about noon by firing
e advance guard of Burgayne’s con
ter column from thelr posts nesr the Froe
House

2 Neilson Farm (Bemis Heights) Before
and after the battles, these heights were
farmed by John Neilson, who joined the
American treops opposing Burgoyne’s

cers used it for quarters in September
1777, The heights are named for Jatham
Bemis, who kept a tavern at the foot of
th ghts. Posts outline the fortified
Armerican The sites of General (mrrs ]
eadquarters and the American fi!
tal are abaut % mile to the south

3 Amarican River Fortifications  This pow
position was established under the

direction of Col, Thaddeus Koscluszke, a

Polish military engineer and volunteer in
the patriat cause. It proved to be the key
16 American strategy against Burgoyne in
1777, Patriot infaniry and cannon posted

erfy

ver formed part of The Great Redoube (four stop 3)

here, supported by batteries along the
near riverbank, dosed off the Hudson Val.
by route to Albany and forced the British
10 atiemgpt an attack upon the main Amer-
ican line on Bemis Hesghts on September

4 Chatfleld Farm  An American cutpost on
this ridge, the site of Asa Chatfieid's farm
in 1777, spotted the British movement to-
ward the Barber Farm on October 7. Be-
yond the ridge before you is Middle Ravine,
across which American and British pickets
exchanged musket and rifle shots just
fore the second battle began

5 Barber Wheatfield Here and in khc field
farther west (beyond the first of trees)
the Americans on October 7 int -er:eou}d
tha 1,500 British and German soldiers ad-
wancing southwest in an attempt 1o recon
nadter the nnlcri.:n left. After an hour of

, Burgoyne's troops were

forced 18 withdraw to fortificatians on the

Freeman Fasm. British Gen. Simon Frase

was mortally wounded northwest of here

while trying to rally his men

& Balcarres Redoubt (Freeman Farm) was a
log-and-sarthen work abiout 375 yards
long and 12 to 14 feet high. Named for
Lord Balcarres, who commanded the British
|-.?ht infantry, it formed the strongest part

the fortified line constructed between
the Hudson River and the Broymann Re
doubt by Burgoyne's troops after the bat-

Je of Septembar 19, On October 7 the Brit-

ish flanking column withdrew here after

being driven from the Barber Farm. The re-
doubit Is outlined by posts

7 Breymann Redoubt, also outlined by
poits, was a single line of breastworks
about 100 yards bong and seven to eight
feet high, It quarded the British right flank
and the road to Quaker Springs. It was

10 Fraser Burial Site and Trail

amed for Lt. Col. Heinrich Breymann,
whose German troogs were stationed here
Genedict Armald's leg wound, which he re
ceived here just as Americans captured th
position, is commemorated by the nearby
“Boot Monument.*

8 Burgoyne's Headquarters The path here

leads to the site of Burgoyne's headquar
ters, which an the time of the battles con
sisted of large quees or tents. it was
wstablished after the action of September
19 and was the center of Britlsh command
and camp life batween the two battles
Burgayne chase the location bocause of a
nearby spring

9 The Great Redoubt was a systemn of forti

fications built by the British on this hill and
two others to the north, It was designed 1o
guard thair hospital, artillery park. Indian
camp, and supplies on the river flat, and
the boat bridge across the Hudson, Bur
qoyne withdrew his army to this vicinity
during the might of October 7

loop trail passes the traditional qrauwm of
General Fraser, martally wounded during
the second battle of Saratoga. Beyond the
gravesite, the trail continues 1o the sites of
e British hospital, artillery park, baggage
area, and the Taylor House, where Frazer
died. (Portions of the Old Champlain Canal
may also be seen along the trail ) Note:

The lecp tml is fairly steep. Persons with
physi ations should take this into
cumideunon betfore using it.

This ends the four of the main park ares
To reach the Schuyler House and the Sara-

a Monument, located eight miles north
in Schuylerville (histaric Saratogal, return
to LS 4 and tumn left

Mellson Farm .

The Schuylor Housa This estate was the

country home of Gen, Phillp Schuyler both

bLiure and after the batthes. The British
ed [h ginal house and s cutbuild

caver ﬂn an attack. The present house,
arected in 1777 shortly after Burgoyne's ir-
render, was the center of Schuylers
ming and milling cperations.

The Saratoga Monument commemorates
Burgayne’ surrender 1o Gates on October 17,
1777. The 155-foot memorial was completed
in 1883 and stands within what was Bur-
goyne's antrenched camp during the final
days of the campaign

onal Historical Park is a unit of
I Park System, which consists of
mare thar 380 parks representing important
examples of our country's natural and cultural
inheritance. For informats about the parks
Qo to wwwnps.gov an the Intermet
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About Your Visit
The park entrances are 30 miles north of Al
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Touring Saratoga Battlefield

This guide, used along with the maps and
exhibits in the visitor center and the inter-
pretive markers on the battlefield itself,
will help you understand the battles of Sar-
atoga. The complete auto tour, which be-
gins near the visitor center at the south
end of the parking area, covers nine miles
and contains 10 tour stops. If your time is
limited, be sure to see the Neilson Farm,
the Barber Wheatfield, the Balcarres Re-
doubt, and the Schuyler House

1 Freeman Farm Overlook In 1777 the
ground to the east of this open field was
leased and farmed by John Freeman, a loy-
alist who went north and joined the Brit-
ish invasion force. The major fighting of
September 19 took place on that open
field. It was there that Morgan’s riflemen
opened the battle at about noon by firing
on the advance guard of Burgoyne’s cen-
ter column from their posts near the Free-
man House.

2 Neilson Farm (Bemis Heights) Before
and after the battles, these heights were
farmed by John Neilson, who joined the
American troops opposing Burgoyne’s
advance. Today his restored home looks
much as it did when American staff offi-
cers used it for quarters in September
1777. The heights are named for Jotham
Bemis, who kept a tavern at the foot of
the heights. Posts outline the fortified
American line. The sites of General Gates's
headquarters and the American field hos-
pital are about % mile to the south.

3 American River Fortifications This pow-
erful position was established under the
direction of Col. Thaddeus Kosciuszko, a
Polish military engineer and volunteer in
the patriot cause. It proved to be the key
to American strategy against Burgoyne in
1777. Patriot infantry and cannon posted

e
British fortifications on this hill above the Hudson River formed part of The Great Redoubt (tour stop 9).

here, supported by batteries along the
near riverbank, closed off the Hudson Val-
ley route to Albany and forced the British
to attempt an attack upon the main Amer-
ican line on Bemis Heights on September 19.

4 Chatfield Farm An American outpost on
this ridge, the site of Asa Chatfield’s farm
in 1777, spotted the British movement to-
ward the Barber Farm on October 7. Be-
yond the ridge before you is Middle Ravine,
across which American and British pickets
exchanged musket and rifle shots just be-
fore the second battle began.

5 Barber Wheatfield Here and in the field
farther west (beyond the first row of trees)
the Americans on October 7 intercepted
the 1,500 British and German soldiers ad-
vancing southwest in an attempt to recon-
noiter the American left. After an hour of
fierce fighting, Burgoyne’s troops were
forced to withdraw to fortifications on the
Freeman Farm. British Gen. Simon Fraser
was mortally wounded northwest of here
while trying to rally his men.

6 Balcarres Redoubt (Freeman Farm) was a
log-and-earthen work about 375 yards
long and 12 to 14 feet high. Named for
Lord Balcarres, who commanded the British
light infantry, it formed the strongest part
of the fortified line constructed between
the Hudson River and the Breymann Re-
doubt by Burgoyne’s troops after the bat-
tle of September 19. On October 7 the Brit-
ish flanking column withdrew here after
being driven from the Barber Farm. The re-
doubt is outlined by posts.

7 Breymann Redoubt, also outlined by
posts, was a single line of breastworks
about 100 yards long and seven to eight
feet high. it guarded the British right flank
and the road to Quaker Springs. It was

10 Fraser Burial Site and Trail

National Park Service

named for Lt. Col. Heinrich Breymann,
whose German troops were stationed here.
Benedict Arnold’s leg wound, which he re-
ceived here just as Americans captured the
position, is commemorated by the nearby
“Boot Monument.”

8 Burgoyne’s Headquarters The path here
leads to the site of Burgoyne’s headquar-
ters, which at the time of the battles con-
sisted of large marquees or tents. It was
established after the action of September
19 and was the center of British command
and camp life between the two battles.
Burgoyne chose the location because of a
nearby spring.

9 The Great Redoubt was a system of forti-
fications built by the British on this hill and
two others to the north. It was designed to
guard their hospital, artillery park, indian
camp, and supplies on the river flat, and
the boat bridge across the Hudson. Bur-
goyne withdrew his army to this vicinity
during the night of October 7.

A one-mile
loop trail passes the traditional gravesite of
General Fraser, mortally wounded during
the second battle of Saratoga. Beyond the
gravesite, the trail continues to the sites of
the British hospital, artillery park, baggage
area, and the Taylor House, where Fraser
died. (Portions of the Old Champlain Canal
may also be seen along the trail.) Note:
The loop trail is fairly steep. Persons with
physical limitations should take this into
consideration before using

This ends the tour of the main park area.
To reach the Schuyler House and the Sara-
toga Monument, located eight miles north
in Schuylerville (historic Saratoga), return
to U.S. 4 and turn left.

The Schulyer House Witiam A, Shyne

The Schuyler House This estate was the
country home of Gen. Philip Schuyler both
before and after the battles. The British
burned the original house and its outbuild-
ings to keep Americans from using them for
cover during an attack. The present house,
erected in 1777 shortly after Burgoyne’s sur-
render, was the center of Schuyler's extensive
farming and milling operations.

The Saratoga Monument commemorates
Burgoyne’s surrender to Gates on October 17,
1777. The 155-foot memorial was completed
in 1883 and stands within what was Bur-
goyne's entrenched camp during the final
days of the campaign.

Saratoga National Historical Park is a unit of
the National Park System, which consists of
more than 380 parks representing important
examples of our country's natural and cultural
inheritance. For information about the parks
9o to www.nps.gov on the Internet.

About Your Visit

The park entrances are 30 miles north of Al-
bany, N.Y, on US. 4 and N.Y. 32. The visitor
center is open daily except Thanksgiving,
December 25, and January 1. The Schuyler
House, Saratoga Monument, and the Neilson
House are open seasonally. Please call the vis-
itor center for times of operation. The park
tour road is open from early April to Novem-
ber 30, weather permitting.

For Your Safety Please be careful as you
tour the park. Watch out for stinging insects,
especially near the exhibits. Unpaved trails
are rough, and poison ivy is common. Winter
visitors should be aware of occasional severe
weather conditions.

For More Information

Saratoga National Historical Park
648 Route 32

Stillwater, NY 12170-1604
518-664-9821, x224

email: sara_info@nps.gov
WWW.nps. gov/sara
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